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A WORLD CLASS FIELD ASSEMBLES IN MANILA FOR THE COUNTRY’S SECOND POKERSTARS.NET APPT MANILA EVENT
PokerStars.net APPT Manila kicks off at the Hyatt Hotel and Casino
Friday 14th November, Manila, PHILIPPINES; Today the Asia Pacific Poker Tour (APPT) celebrated poker growth in Asia by surpassing last year’s entrants of 255 players in the PokerStars.net APPT Manila event.
Across the last two days an impressive 285 players have taken to the tables for the first and second flight of Day 1, challenging current PokerStars.net APPT Manila Champion Brett Parise and hoping to take home Season Two’s PokerStars.net APPT Manila 2008 title.  
Hailing from 33 countries across the globe, the players will battle for a total prize pool of approximately US$540,000 across the next three days at the Hyatt Hotel Manila, with the crowned champion set to take home over US$160,000.

The home of poker in Asia, Manila plays an important part in APPT history, staging the inaugural PokerStars.net APPT tournament in August 2007.  Since this time poker has boomed across the Philippines, particularly since the introduction of the local PokerStars Filipino Poker Tour (FPT).  The PokerStars.net APPT Manila Main Event will play Grand Final to this local tour across the weekend.

Some of the region’s finest poker crop have travelled to the Philippines this weekend to take on the best the host country has to offer.  The world class poker stars competing in the Main Event include:
· Team PokerStars Pro and best-selling poker author Lee Nelson

· Professional billiards player and Filipino icon Alex ‘The Lion’ Pagulayan

· The Philippines’ top ranked poker players Neil ‘Dirty Ice Cream’ Arce and Wally “The Dream” Sombrero

· 2007 PokerStars.net APPT Manila champion Brett Parise
· Vietnamese born poker champion John Phan – the world’s no. 1 poker player in 2008.  With two WSOP bracelets and one WPT bracelet, he hopes to become the first ever poker player to hold a WSOP, WPT and APPT title concurrently

· 2008 PokerStars.net APPT Macau Champion Edward Sabat

· 2008 PokerStars.net APPT Seoul Champion Yoshihiro Tasaka

· Leading Shanghai born Australian female and PokerStars sponsored player Celina Lin

· PokerStars.net “Team Singapore” players Ivan Tan and Bryan Huang

·  Miss Earth 2004 and local celebrity Priscilla Meirelles
Team PokerStars Pro and best-selling author Lee Nelson comments: “It is fabulous to see the passion the locals have for poker.  Young Filipino players such as Neil Arce are really providing a world class challenge – these Filipino players are ones we should be looking out for on the world stage.  I am excited to be playing against some of the sports strongest over the weekend and wish all the players the best of luck.”
With a mix of both poker and traditional Filipino experiences, Manila provides players and their families with the opportunity to enjoy the city’s vibrancy, as well as visit the picturesque Filipino islands such as Borocay, home to arguably the best beach in the world, following their city experience. 

“It gives me great pleasure to return to the Philippines this year and see first hand the growth poker culture has seen since holding our first APPT event last year.  The Filipino Poker Tour has been a massive contribution to this growth and so it is great to see so many faces from the local tour playing in this weekend’s Main Event.  The Philippines is such a great country and so I urge many players and their families to stay past the tournament and explore all the country has to offer,” commented APPT President Jeffrey Haas.
Play is currently taking place at the world class five star Hyatt Hotel on Manila Bay, continuing until Sunday night’s final televised table.  Prize pool payouts for the as follows:
	Place
	PHP
	Approx. USD

	Total
	26,790,000.00 PHP
	542,856.60 USD

	1
	8,037,000.00 PHP
	162,856.98 USD

	2
	5,090,100.00 PHP
	103,142.75 USD

	3
	2,679,000.00 PHP
	54,285.66 USD

	4
	1,875,300.00 PHP
	37,999.96 USD

	5
	1,446,660.00 PHP
	29,314.26 USD

	6
	1,071,600.00 PHP
	21,714.26 USD

	7
	803,700.00 PHP
	16,285.70 USD

	8
	616,170.00 PHP
	12,485.70 USD

	9
	455,430.00 PHP
	9,228.56 USD

	10-12
	321,480.00 PHP
	6,514.28 USD

	13-16
	241,110.00 PHP
	4,885.71 USD

	17-24
	187,530.00 PHP
	3,800.00 USD

	25-32
	160,740.00 PHP
	3,257.14 USD


For more information on the tour please visit www.appt.com.  
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