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ASIA PACIFIC POKER TOUR – NEXT STOP AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand’s biggest poker tournament comes to SKYCITY
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND, October 4, 2008; Hot off the heels of the immensely successful PokerStars.net APPT Seoul event, the Asia Pacific Poker Tour is pleased to announce the schedule for its third stop of Season Two at SKYCITY Casino in Auckland. The PokerStars.net APPT SKYCITY Auckland Festival of Poker runs from October 4-12 and features both a NZD$3,000 Main Event (October 9-12) expected to have the largest prize pool ever for a poker tournament in New Zealand, and a NZD$10,000 High Rollers Event (October 11).
“I am extremely excited to be welcoming the world’s poker elite to my adopted country,” commented Team PokerStars Pro and 2006 Aussie Millions champion Lee Nelson.  “Tournament poker is booming in New Zealand at the moment and I look forward to seeing how the local talent measure up against the international poker stars coming to Auckland.  This tournament will do great things for the sport in my country.”
Committed to growing poker culture throughout the Asia Pacific region, the APPT will provide players coming from Singapore, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, China, Finland, Canada and other countries with a mix of both poker and traditional Kiwi experiences when they visit the land of the long white cloud. They can take the ‘Joe Hachem Zorbing Challenge’, bungy jump 192 metres (almost 600 feet) from Sky Tower, learn a traditional ‘Haka’ and explore the natural charm of New Zealand.
“Auckland is a very beautiful city and we are thrilled to be working with SKYCITY Casino to produce such a significant international poker tournament with them. We aim to provide our players and their friends with opportunities beyond the felt so they can take in all Auckland has to offer,” commented Jeffrey Haas, President of the APPT.  “It will be fantastic to host New Zealand’s biggest ever poker tournament in Auckland, helping to boost poker growth and tourism in the pacific.”
Joining Lee ‘Final Table’ Nelson in Auckland will be a host of the region’s top professional players, including:

· Joe Hachem, 2005 World Series of Poker Champion

· Greg Raymer, 2004 World Series of Poker Champion
· Chris Moneymaker, 2003 World Series of Poker Champion
· Grant Levy, 2007 APPT Sydney Grand Final Champion
· Eric Assadourian, 2007 APPT Macau High Roller Champion & 2007 NZ Poker Champs winner
Expected to be the largest poker tournament ever to be held in New Zealand, satellites are running both online at PokerStars.net (where this is the last weekend to qualify for free) and offline at SKYCITY Casino every day in the lead-up to the Main Event.  
For further information on how you can register for the PokerStars.net APPT SKYCITY Auckland Festival of Poker visit www.appt.com.
The satellite and event schedule is:
SAT 4 OCT 
· 12.15PM - NZD$80 ($66+$14) - Satellite to Mega Event (1 in 5 win a $330 Mega Entry) 

· 4.30PM - NZD$330 ($300+$30) - Mega Satellite to Main Event (1 in 10 win a $3,000 Main Event Entry) [3 Seats Guaranteed] 

SUN 5 OCT 

· 12.15PM - NZD$80 ($66+$14) - Satellite to Mega Event (1 in 5 win a $330 Mega Entry) 

· 4.30PM - NZD$330 ($300+$30) - Mega Satellite to Main Event (1 in 10 win a $3,000 Main Event Entry) [3 Seats Guaranteed] 

MON 6 OCT 

· 4.30PM - NZD$330 ($300+$30) - Mega Satellite to Main Event (1 in 10 win a $3,000 Main Event Entry) [3 Seats Guaranteed] 

· 6.00PM - NZD$1,100 ($1,000+$100) - SKYCITY HOLD’EM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
TUE 7 OCT 

· 6.00PM - Invitation Only - SKYCITY BROOKE HOWARD-SMITH & LEE NELSON INVITATIONAL 

· 6.15PM - NZD$330 ($300+$30) - Mega Satellite to Main Event (1 in 10 win a $3,000 Main Event Entry) [3 Seats Guaranteed] 
WED 8 OCT 

· 12.15PM - NZD$80 ($66+$14) - Satellite to Mega Event (1 in 5 win a $330 Mega Entry) 

· 4.30PM - NZD$330 ($300+$30) - Mega Satellite to Main Event (1 in 10 win a $3,000 Main Event Entry) [3 Seats Guaranteed] 

· 6.15PM - NZD$550 ($500+$50) - POT LIMIT OMAHA 

· 9.00PM - Invitation Only - WELCOME PARTY 
THU 9 OCT 

· 10.00AM - NZD$750 - Joe Hachem & Lee Nelson Poker Workshop

· 12.15PM - NZD$3,000 ($2,800+$200) - APPT Auckland Main Event, Day 1A 

· 6.15PM - NZD$550 ($500+$50) - NO LIMIT HOLD’EM 
FRI 10 OCT 

· 12.15PM - NZD$3,000 ($2,800+$200) - APPT Auckland Main Event, Day 1B
· 6.15PM - NZD$550 ($500+$50) - NO LIMIT HOLD’EM 
SAT 11 OCT
· 11.00AM - Lee Nelson book signing

· 12.15PM - NZD$3,000 ($2,800+$200) - APPT Auckland Main Event, Day 2
· 4.00PM - NZD$550 ($500+$50) - NO LIMIT HOLD’EM

· 6.15PM - NZD$10,000 ($9,800+$200) – High Rollers Event
SUN 12 OCT 

· 1.00PM - NZD$3,000 ($2,800+$200) - APPT Auckland Main Event, Day 3
· 1.30PM - NZD$200 + $100 Rebuys – Satellite to APPT Manila
· 4.30PM - NZD$1,100 ($1,000+$100) – NO LIMIT HOLD’EM TEAMS EVENT
Following the Auckland APPT event, the APPT’s next stop will be November 13-16 at they Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila in Manila, Philippines.
About PokerStars:

PokerStars is the world's largest online poker room (with 15 million players worldwide) and also the #1 poker tournament site. As the premier destination for the top players - with over 100,000 tournaments running every day-PokerStars is renowned for offering the best software and security in the online poker world.  To date, PokerStars has;

· Dealt over 20 billion hands

· Run more than 100 million poker tournaments

· Entered the Guinness Book of World Records as the first and only poker website to reach the 160,000 simultaneous players mark

PokerStars is the official sponsor of: The European Poker Tour (www.ept.com), PokerStars Caribbean Adventure, Latin American Poker Tour (www.lapt.com), Asia Pacific Poker Tour (www.appt.com) and The World Cup of Poker.

PokerStars is the home of Team PokerStars Pro, a group of 30 veteran and up-and-coming players from around the world who play online at PokerStars and are sponsored by the site in international tournaments around the world. For more information please visit www.pokerstars.net. 
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